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Awareness and idea are synonymous and mean being. The awareness of mind, 
which is Mind’s awareness, is the idea which is “freedom, harmony and boundless bliss,” 
apparent as man and the universe. The interpretation of things as points in space, three 
dimensional objects moving, or existing, in time, mis-states divine awareness by 
suggesting another awareness. Matter is a mental formulation, a theory, a point of view. 
(See Science and Health 522:18) The material scientist agrees that matter is not 
substance, but Science and Health states that “the true essence of substance is 
unknowable.” Christian Science reveals that “Mind is substance;” and therefore that the 
essence of substance is thought: Mind and idea is action, act and actor.

The Christian Scientist can truly say that the bowl of lilies on the table, the bowl of 
lilies on the movie screen, the bowl of lilies we read or dream about is the one bowl of 
lilies which is his thought; and since Mind is God they are literally the thought of Mind, 
or the creation of God, beheld as a bowl of lilies. (See Science and Health 62:22-26.) The 
lilies have no more existence as a material bowl of lilies, than the body of water has in 
the mirage. The bowl of lilies seems to be what and where it is not, but the bowl of lilies 
is. The words of the astronomer, Sir James Jeans, are relevant here; It does not matter 
whether the cotillion is danced at a ball in real life or on the cinematograph screen or in a 
story of Boccaccio, if the essence of things is thought.” We shall have beautiful things, a 
good time all the time, when the belief is given up that anything is going on materially.

It is important to recognize that all existence is the manifestation of Mind. 
Everything is idea existing in, and subsisting of, the Mind called God. If this were 
understood, that which suggests itself as existing, but which has no value in making the 
divine fact humanly apprehensible, will disappear. No one is in bondage to material 
conditions, even in belief; the only bondage is to the belief, to the viewpoint. If Mind is 
All, how could manifestation be other than Mind reflecting itself as individual 
consciousness? Call the manifestation of Mind what you will, it still remains Mind as 
manifestation. This Mind-manifestation is infinitely individualized as yourself and 
myself. The practice of Christian Science is the translation of the language of sense, the 
seeming which is merely a finite view, into the language of Soul, which is the being of 
the infinite view. (Science and Health 257:15-21) The term language as commonly used 
means that which expresses thought; but in Science the term means the thought itself, 
thought by which Mind makes itself known or states itself. Language is not confined to 
words or things expressing the idea, although we may use the term in that educational 
way.

Actually what appears as language is the idea itself, even when so remotely 
appearing that material belief misinterprets the spiritual fact and it is scarcely discernible.
Let us, Mind, make man. How? By thinking thoughts that are Mind-thinking, this is man 
including His universe. Mind is not only creative, but is the all-constituting element of 



existence; and man, the compound idea, unfolds that fact. The Christian Science textbook 
has this to say about the elements of Mind, “From the infinite elements of the one Mind 
emanate all form . . . " (Science and Health) An element is the constituent or ingredient of 
a thing: wisdom, beauty, symmetry, joy, rhythm, grace, color, intuition, spontaneity, 
contentment, satisfaction, variety, and harmony. These are only a few of the elements of 
Mind which constitute a compound idea. The term feeling best describes the awareness or 
being-ness of these elements of Mind in their variety of form and color, which make up 
the divine manifestation called man. This term feeling is the Soul-sense of Mind. Divine 
contentment and satisfaction means the fullness of infinity forever unfolding as man. 
They mean newness, freshness. Satisfaction humanly means stopping, but divine 
satisfaction means the joy of unending revelation.

Let us, Mind, make man. To quote the poet George Byron:
The mind can make substance, and people
Planets of its own with the beings brighter

Than have been, and give a breath to
Forms that can outlive all flesh.

In Miscellaneous Writings, Mary Baker Eddy writes, “If Mind is not substance, 
form, and tangibility, God is substanceless; for the substance of Spirit is divine Mind. 
Life is God, the only creator, and Life is immortal Mind, not matter.” The awareness of 
the thing is the thing. The fact that Mind requires consciousness in order to be Mind, 
means that what we are conscious of, although labeled the tree, bush, flower, chair, table, 
is the self-identification of Mind and a proof of Mind in action. Understanding this point, 
what seems to exist as a mere seeming, like a mirage, will fade away.

If one decides that what confronts him is matter, a point in space, this decision 
constitutes identification with the belief of finite mind, and any instant that so-called 
object, whether called man or beast, table or chair, may injure him, defeat him, rob him, 
since that is the nature of the personal concept. If he decides that “All is infinite Mind and 
its infinite manifestation, for God is All-in-all,” then what suggests itself to him as a 
material object is acknowledged as idea; and in spite of the seeming, that so-called 
material object will bless, comfort, satisfy, and increasingly do so as material theories 
give place to spiritual facts. To repeat, all that is not useful, valuable, essential, to Mind as 
Mind’s self-expression, will disappear and not reappear in the light of this understanding. 
Admitting the human thought picture as something in itself through self-pity, self-
justification, or any form of self-love, fear, envy, jealousy, we take a step away from 
reality.

What educated belief interprets of Mind and its manifestation in its variety of form, 
outline, and color, are mere labels. The idea of Mind is consistent, unfolds according to 
Principle; perfection is Its law; but the label changes as unenlightenment gives place to 
understanding, hence the impossibility of a fixed or consistent human standard of good 
and evil, right and wrong.

Human ideals are relative, and are of no value in themselves. What is called human 



experience is a progressive realization of spiritual truths; and in holding to human 
opinions, a personal sense of right and wrong, good and evil, mankind is limited in its 
demonstration of reality or truth — in its demonstration of spiritual idealism.

Our textbook says, “Matter is an error of statement.” An error means ignorance of 
the true nature of anything. To say that the things of daily experience originate in a mind 
that is mortal and therefore exist materially, is obviously an erroneous statement in 
Christian Science, if we accept the premise that all consciousness is Mind, God. Christian 
Scientists are not Christian Scientists unless they are wedded to the fact of one Mind, and 
recognize that an erroneous statement does not change the fact, nor touch it in any way. 
Truth is untouched by material theories. Likewise, Christian Scientists recognize that an 
erroneous statement is all there is to the existence of anything as matter.

Learning that matter is simply an error of statement does not destroy what is now 
called matter, but restores the object to its true status, since that recognition translates 
matter into Mind. Matter cannot disintegrate and decay. The Christian Scientist says 
matter cannot be created, nor can it be destroyed; there is no matter! “Atomic action is 
Mind, not matter.” (Miscellaneous Writings) Mind, atomic action, is the energy of Spirit. 
Giving up the belief, the material sense of substance, we give up materiality, and thereby 
lose sickness and death.

In the same book, Mrs. Eddy further states, “Reason and revelation declare that 
God is both noumenon and phenomena, — the first and only cause.” We can rest assured 
that this “first and only cause” is consistent with itself and therefore that nothing 
originates or exists materially. This means that existence is Life, wholly Good. There is 
no material existence. To accept the theory that the phenomena called table, chair, tree, 
sunset, is matter and therefore nonexistent, would be as inconsistent as to admit that we 
exist because of the misstatement of ourselves as matter.

Man is not corporeality, but consciousness; and therefore he embodies and 
individualizes as his conscious being, the conscious ideas called table, chair, tree, sunset, 
but never as matter. The terms animate and inanimate conscious and unconscious as used 
humanly are educated beliefs. Nothing is inanimate; there is no unconscious idea; Life 
lives and its living is in evidence as consciousness being conscious.

Anything of which we can think is subject to what we call our mind, hence the 
importance of the answer to the question — What is mind? In the incident of the burning 
bush that could not be consumed, Moses perceived the imperishable nature of the 
universe. Setting aside the seeming materiality of things, he perceived the spiritual idea. 
This idea, or understanding, that matter is not a state of being, but a misstatement of 
being, and that Spirit constitutes being, was translated to Moses as a burning bush that 
could not be destroyed. A burning bush consumed means that the divine fact is hidden by 
the belief that the bush is matter. As human belief gives place to the divine knowing, 
which is the only life or being, we shall have flowers that never fade, trees that never die, 
chairs and tables that never wear out, men and women who never grow old. Awareness is 
existence or being. Nothing exists as matter. Everything is made out of the Mind-stuff 



that is Spirit, God. (See Science and Health 427:23-25.)
In Science and Health we read, “Mind, God, is the source and condition of all 

existence.” This fact was not only apprehended as a burning bush which could not be 
consumed, but this fact of Science also appeared as saving men and women from the 
beliefs incidental to the basic belief that they live materially. Love, which is the correct 
view, brings all objects into view as they are — indestructible, perfect, harmonious, 
forever bearing witness to the omnipresence of Mind, God. It was the Israelites own God- 
being, the divine understanding appearing to them as Moses that freed them. “I AM hath 
sent me unto you.” — in other words, the one Ego, the one Mind, as your conscious 
identity, although appearing as me (Moses), as my understanding. “This 
understanding . . . is the reality of all things brought to light,” Science and Health states.

To one uneducated in scientific metaphysics, an automobile is simply a lump of 
“stuff” to disintegrate and decay. It is believed to be something which cannot be owned 
without money or some equivalent of exchange. To one educated to consider matter as a 
theory, as an error of statement, and therefore without substance or tangibility, the 
automobile as matter has no existence. We cannot deny its existence, we only deny its 
materiality; its existence is idea, the manifestation of Mind included in or as the 
individual conscious identity called “man.” Since what human thought interprets 
materially means the presence of something real in Science, we let go of the material 
picture and acknowledge the ever-present idea. If the automobile was not idea, you would 
not know what to do with the human belief.

Omnipresence, or the indivisibility of being, is an idea dimly perceived today as an 
automobile, train, telephone, or any other method of transportation and communication 
used to bring things, places, and people together. One Mind means one undivided being, 
one presence, and this fact is ever appearing. Tomorrow this idea will be apparent to 
human thought as an improved belief — which means less belief, and idea seen more 
nearly as it is.

Idea is not a name for a material thing. There is no material thing. What suggests 
itself as a material thing, is merely a name or a label for the idea or spiritual fact. Whether 
beheld as automobile, airplane, radio, telephone, we are always experiencing ideas and 
not material things. Thought freed from the personal concept is Mind-manifestation as 
conscious identity. The invisible things of God are clearly seen when understood. In 
Science and Health Mrs. Eddy wrote, “The divine understanding reigns, is all, and there 
is no other consciousness.” This means that even if materiality suggests itself as 
consciousness, it is not consciousness.

We must not think about a thing materially and call it an idea. There is nothing but 
idea which, viewed materially, looks like a material thing. The idea is visible: the material 
thing is not. If what we think we see were a material thing, it could not be seen. Divine 
facts are apprehensible; therefore the joy, harmony and perfection which con- stitute 
individual conscious being are beheld as things and people which bless and never harm.

“Love cannot be deprived of its manifestation, or object,” Science and Health says. 



If it could be, creation would collapse. Love is the Principle which keeps everything 
going in perfect harmony — oils the wheels, as it were. Love is the pure awareness of 
Spirit. We recognize this all-sustaining Love in the feeling of peace, joy, contentment, 
lack of desire, as well as in things that are contributive to gracious living. Things are not 
something acquired, but are Love itself unfolding the infinitude of good as man and the 
universe. Love, the immaculate and infinite view, meets the human need, because the 
only human need is to give up the finite view. Giving up the finite view, we live the Love 
which is infinite abundance. It is never things, friends, trees, and flowers that produce 
satisfaction and happiness, but the joy and satisfaction of Soul as your conscious being 
reflected as friends, flowers, trees.

From the human standpoint what we say a thing is, what human thought labels it, it 
is not; hence the language of sense, however beautiful and fair, must be discarded for the 
idea itself, for the feeling which is the awareness of Soul. The seeming must never be 
given identity as if being were the seeming. The seeming is simply a finite view of what 
is eternally being, and will not be considered, if its true nature is understood. There 
cannot be a seeming without being, but being exists without the seeming since there is no 
seeming to creative Mind.

There was no personal Jesus to the Jesus with the Christ mentality, hence the 
statement “Before Abraham was, I AM.” The seeming constitutes a constant demand 
upon the mortal to acknowledge what is being and let the seeming alone to seem what it 
will. Giving up the seeming, as we are required to do in Christian Science, the true being 
appears — this we call healing or improvement, but it is the lessening of the seeming 
instead of the improved or healed being. This dual appearing of the material and spiritual 
will go on so long as there seems to be limited and imperfect apprehension.

Christian Science enables us to take the position that all experience is 
consciousness consciously being, and further to take the position that all consciousness is 
Mind, God. From this standpoint, the giving up of the objects of sense for spiritual ideas 
will not be arduous, because what is called material sense testimony, or evidence, is to the 
consciousness that is Mind, the manifestation of Mind. (See Science and Health 475:7-
12.) Without material sense there is no limitation, because material things are only 
material to the sense that so defines them. Christian Science teaches that what seems to 
be a finite mind, is the imposition of ignorance. There is no finite mind; and what seems 
to be a mind increasing in understanding, is the belief of finite mind giving place to the 
fact that Mind is one and infinite.

There is no mind, no false sense, to create or reflect a seeming, therefore, what 
seems to be — to those instructed in the facts of Science — is not seeming, but being. It 
is imperfect vision which defines being as something that it is not. Educated belief 
defines man as a two-legged animal capable of doing right or wrong. Our textbook states, 
“We should blush to call that real which is only a mistake.” Admitting the existence of the 
objects of sense to be the lumps of stuff they seem to be, we admit two minds. This 
admission is all there is to the materiality of things, or the personal concept. However, the 



admission, or false view, acts as a cloud, a mesmerism concealing the reality; and life 
thus appears as something it is not, so long as the false view is entertained. This belief 
about being is continually giving itself up to the fact, and a new belief appears which in 
turn yields to Truth, until all belief disappears.

Science interprets existence as it actually is, and enables one to evaluate properly 
whatever arises as consciousness. (See No and Yes 10:14-26.) There is no value in the so-
called object of sense, or the personal concept as such, no matter how useful and valuable 
it may seem to be. The only value of the human concept is that it means the presence of a 
spiritual fact to those who cannot look beyond the senses. In Science the human concept, 
the mere appearance, is given up for the spiritual fact. (See Science and Health 264:7- 
10.) The value of anything lies in its function or reason for being, or seeming to be. When 
a seeming incident or thing has no spiritual value, it will cease to seem to be; when the 
belief is no longer necessary to state the spiritual fact, the belief disappears or changes 
form, and the idea is more clearly seen.

We read in Science and Health, “Trials are proofs of God’s care.” Love will not 
allow us to believe a lie, and is continually demanding that we arise from false 
consciousness. The spiritual value of a trial, is the discomfort it creates, making the 
mortal more willing to give up the belief of mortality. As the true sense of love unfolds 
the oneness of God and man, and the impossibility of believing a lie, the trials disappear, 
since they have no further value. The understanding that everything that exists, or seems 
to exist, is of value, has meaning and therefore is a blessing in what is termed human 
experience that gives one assurance and eliminates fear. To admit that anything can exist 
or seem to exist that is not of value, is to make a reality of evil and thus perpetuate it. 
When that which seems to be the trial or afflictive experience is no longer necessary to 
state the truth (the nothingness of matter, the allness of Mind), it will disappear.

Science is the calculus or measuring rod of Spirit, enabling us to live our universe 
subjectively; to live as consciousness, to live ideas instead of corporeality. It enables the 
mortal to experience the abstract glory which is really concrete being and infinite 
progression. Science requires the giving up of personal sense; this giving up of personal 
sense means abstracting everything in our world from the old time-space concepts. Truth 
is not a philosophical abstraction; it is the Soul of all things; it is concrete being which to 
mortals is abstract glory. (See Miscellaneous Writings 82:20-24.)

In Science, we must not admit the temptation to believe that ultimate truth is a 
future experience, and that we are not experiencing now the form, substance, and color, 
which are elements of Mind. It is only limited perception, a belief that the knowledge of 
things as they are can be lacking, that hides the true nature of being and creates a seeming 
which has little of the divine hues. Then what is the error? Is it the seeming afflictive 
experience which states the lack of joy and freedom in the belief of things as matter, or is 
it the lack of Science, the lack of spiritual perception? The divine idea states itself either 
in the language of “suffering or Science.” Each individual determines for himself which it 
shall be. The nothingness of matter, the allness of Mind, is suffering to personal sense, 



and joy and peace to Soul or Science. Material or personal sense is a constant denial of 
true substance, and is a self-destroying error. Giving personal sense up, either through 
suffering or Science, is literally the recognition that joy, freedom and health are found in 
spiritual consciousness or Soul, and not in personal sense.

As Truth becomes more effulgent, the particular seeming that has no value or 
usefulness, that has no reason for seeming to be, will disappear like an old outworn 
invention and a new seeming — an improved belief — appears. This new seeming is less 
dense, as it were, hence divine being is better seen. The understanding of what is true, 
means the constant appearance in a fairer form of whatever is useful and blesses human 
experience. When the spiritual value of any seeming, which is its reason for seeming to 
be, is discerned, error will be no longer used or needed in stating Truth. To say it another
way, when what is called suffering is no longer of value in the progress of a human being, 
as an uncovering of the belief of false identification, it ceases to seem to be. Suffering is 
the error of sinful sense. Without sinful sense or matter, there is no suffering.

The error is always sin — the belief of life in matter — and is never sickness or 
suffering. Suffering is never something going on, even in belief. Suffering is the error of 
sinful sense. When this sinful, or personal sense, of persons and things is given up for the 
facts of Science, the suffering disappears. To quote Mrs. Eddy from Miscellany, “When 
these things cease to bless they will cease to occur.” What is called suffering is only such 
to the sinful sense which is being forced to yield to divine Love, and resists giving itself 
up. The mortal who admits identification with personal sense through self-love, self-pity, 
self-pride, and so on, has chosen the suffering way out of the flesh.

There is no way that mankind can avoid learning the lesson of Love since, as we 
said before, “Love is never deprived of its manifestation or object.” Mankind cannot 
remain in ignorance of reality. With the learning of this lesson, the belief that we can be 
falsely identified, that we can be separated from this Love which is Principle, the belief 
which is all there is to suffering, disease and lack — these beliefs will cease. The only 
reason we call a circumstance evil is because it does not agree with our personal sense of 
good, Mrs. Eddy further wrote, “I do not regard this attack upon me as a trial.” She might 
have added, “I regard it as proof of God’s care” — that is, proof of God’s presence, an 
opportunity, the demand of Truth for recognition. It is personal sense that would regard 
the attack as a trial.

If one is to have the benefit of scientific metaphysics, he must learn to evaluate 
every experience, since the good and evil of what is called human experience is a point of 
view. That is why the Christian Science textbook says that the correct view heals the sick. 
The incorrect view is the sinful sense which is the sickness. We give the names of evil, 
hate, greed, suffering, to what we fail to evaluate correctly in the light of Science. 
Personal sense defines God as good and evil, right and wrong.

The personal sense of anything is always evil, never good — that is, always wrong, 
never right — since it denies the good that is God. Actually, there is no personal sense, 
and when we evaluate any seeming occurrence, whatever its appearance, from the 



standpoint of Science or the awareness of Spirit, the duality will disappear. Since every 
seeming is a viewpoint or evaluation of being, and indicates God’s ever-presence, or there 
could be no seeming, we ask ourselves not what is the seeming, but what is the being? 
For instance, we are conscious of something; finite sense names it evil. As Christian 
Scientists, we know that what we are aware of cannot be evil, nor can what we are 
conscious of exist as a point in space. Therefore, we are not tempted and we turn from 
this belief of mind, this state of ignorance that evaluates falsely, to Mind, to Science, for 
the interpretation or evaluation of what is occurring. Our textbook says, “Mind is the 
master of the corporeal senses. . . . Exercise this God given authority.” Our decision as to 
what is determines what we see. The spiritual determines the outward and the actual.

If we actually understand that what is named evil, suffering, and the like, is always 
the belief of imperfect apprehension or false evaluation, would we not regard the incident 
or thing that is labeled evil as the demand of Truth for clearer vision or, shall we say, the 
demand to give up this belief of finite mind? Is not this demand the spiritual value of the 
incident? Is this not the form in which the Christ is appearing? Truth makes a constant 
demand upon itself for expression. When any incident is understood as the opportunity to 
demonstrate what we divinely are, to demonstrate our inescapable identification with 
Mind, would not the suggestion that evil is going on, disappear? So- called suffering has 
served its purpose when through the lens of Science, it is recognized as the demand of 
Truth, as the Christ idea, revealing the nothingness of the personal concept. If we 
understood and lived the allness of Mind, would we ever connect what actually is with 
the label given it by personal sense?

We are instructed to look out from Mind when these things seem to be, and view 
the Son of God, the divine idea, appearing with power and great glory. Mrs. Eddy tells us 
that joy is spiritual. This divine fact brings to light that there is no joy in the belief of 
matter-substance. Human belief interprets this state of thought, this fact that joy is 
spiritual, as pains of sense. The so-called pains of sense have served their purpose when it 
is learned that joy is spiritual. When the belief that joy is a pleasure of sense yields to the 
fact that joy is spiritual, indestructible, and ever-present, the pains of sense disappear, 
because they never were as such; their seeming was the divine fact that joy is spiritual. 
The pains of sense would not seem to be, if that were not the fact. Joy has always been 
spiritual. The pains of sense are errors — stating the fact that joy is spiritual, not material. 
If joys were material, there would be no pains of sense.

When we appreciate the value of every seeming circumstance as the insistency of 
Truth to recognize the omnipresence of God, would the incidents of daily experience 
continue to seem evil? The Science of every incident is apparent when we demonstrate 
the vision to see it. We do not exist materially, and there is no health, no joy, no comfort 
in that belief. The idea of God’s allness, the ever-present Christ, is the light revealing that 
nothing else can be. If you are a true metaphysician, you are continually looking out from 
Mind. Then the body of belief, any seeming false evaluation, will no longer hide the 
spiritual fact that what your Mind, God, is aware of, is its own true substance, Spirit. 



Holding this view determines what you seem to be aware of. Remember, all seeming is 
subjective. What you think you see is your mind. You see the flower because you think it; 
you do not think it because you see it. The flower you think you see, is as material or 
spiritual as your viewpoint.

The personal concept of man is no more man than a chair is man. Man is 
understanding. The personal concept is theory, is viewpoint, and is an error of statement. 
Describing the personal concept of John Jones as malicious, unscrupulous, deceitful, 
hateful, is like describing a chair as uncomfortable, graceless, ugly, or a photograph as an 
untrue likeness. We are shocked at anyone so describing the person John Jones, and if it 
happens to be ourselves so described, our feelings are hurt, but, we have no reaction to 
the description of the chair or photograph being so described, except one of agreement or 
disagreement. Why? Because we have no temptation to identify man as a chair, and have 
the constant temptation to identify man as the personal concept or two-legged animal. If 
you stood before the window of a photograph gallery and saw a picture of yourself, you 
would have no temptation to think it was yourself in the window. The picture indicates 
that you are, but not what you are. The picture could be torn in half, thrown in the scrap 
heap, covered with sand, without affecting you in any way. The personal concept is a 
picture of man; but it is not man. This concept, that is an erroneous statement, will tell 
you nothing about man. It merely indicates there is something which it misrepresents. As 
the caricature is given up, the idea is less and less hidden.

When we accept the personal viewpoint, named good and bad persons, as though 
they were man, naturally we are shocked when we hear what we have been educated to 
call man, described as deceitful, malicious, hateful, a failure and so on. We should be just 
as shocked when we hear this concept described as good and true. Yet the personal 
concept is always malicious, deceitful, hateful, because it is a lie, an error of statement, 
hence a denial of what being actually is. “This false sense of existence is fratricidal,” 
Science and Health states. Jesus was never fooled by the personal concept. Why? 
Because he understood being as God-man, Mind-manifestation. Not being fooled by it, 
he lived joyously in spite of the temptations to accept the material personality as man. He 
called the personal concept “whited sepulchres,” “den of thieves,” “a Satan,” 
“hypocrites,” “self-righteousness,” and the like. If Truth or Christ is the reality of all 
things, “a divine influence ever present in human consciousness, . . .” this false sense of 
existence must forever show forth the characteristics of this no-mind or dead mind, which 
is a murderer from the beginning.” “In obedience to the immutable law of Spirit, this so- 
called mind is self-destructive,” the textbook states.

Even when this personal concept calls itself good, it is evil because untrue, a lie 
because it calls itself something. It is more malicious and murderous, if possible, when 
conceived of as good, as knowing something, since this conception lulls one into a sense 
of false security, a dependence that is entirely misplaced. We must not depend on the 
personal concept for anything.

If the personal concept, as such, is simply a fabrication of a mind that does not 



exist, how can it be saved or improved? It is said we must not cast pearls before swine. 
The swinish state of thought is grossness, blindness, and cannot be improved. Not only is 
such an attempt a personal concept, but we also deny the divinity of our own being. 
Humanly, the only you there is, is finite — and divinely the you is I which is us, since 
Mind is one. The ‘Glossary’ of the Christian Science textbook clearly states what the you 
is.

Christian Science translates the term man into the language which, if understood, 
would not allow us to confuse man with what is called person. Actually man is simply a 
term for Mind’s necessity to know itself and nothing but itself — Mind’s self-reflective 
action. The demand of Soul for identity and individualization creates what is called man 
or body. God is and must be identified as individual and undivided. God and man means 
God-man, or one infinite Being. Hence the verb. The statement, “Man is reflection,” is 
another way of saying, “All is Mind.” Being is one, cause-effect, whether viewed as 
cause or effect. Cause and effect are not two joined, but one entity, cause permanently 
identified. Again, our textbook defines man as, “. . . the sum of all substance.” How could 
a limited, finite, two-legged animal, right or wrong, good or evil, identify Soul? It could 
not. The appearance, or personal concept, of man is like a mirage which depicts things as 
they are not, and thus misleads.

The two-legged animal is a misstatement of being, a seeming that signifies what 
being is, but is not in itself being. “The determination to hold Spirit in the grasp of matter 
is the persecutor of Truth and Love,” the textbook says. This materialization of Spirit or 
personalization of good, is the personification of evil.

Mrs. Eddy has stated that the personality of God and man is unknown. Any attempt 
to define this personality is conjecture. What mortals label man, Science declares is 
understanding, idea, Mind’s reflection, wholly subjective. Mind being ALL has to be
self-reflecting. This self-reflecting is called man. There is no man other than Mind’s own 
subjective activity, Mind’s self-knowledge or self-expression. Our textbook’s statement 
that man is “ . . . the full representation of Mind,” is another way of saying, “Mind is its 
own great cause and effect.” If this fact were understood there could be no temptation to 
confuse what Mind is knowing, which is Its reflection or image, with the personal 
concept commonly called man. Christian Science reveals the personal concept to be 
wholly a finite view of something divinely true, which finite view depicts as corporeality, 
and that being pure illusion.

The two-legged animal, the material personality, being a viewpoint, is not 
something existing that we can know the truth about, think kindly of, or be loving to. 
Endeavoring to know the truth about the lie, makes the lie appear to be true. It is only as 
this two-legged animal, this viewpoint of being, loses to human sense all entity as man, 
that we find or be the man that Mind is reflecting, or expressing as, its image or idea. The 
human concept cannot take a stand for Principle. Principle takes its own stand, for itself 
as idea.

Infinite beauty and joy constitute this one being regardless how it is defined. All 



consciousness is Mind and this awareness of what is eternally true is life living, There 
would be no appearance of life, no living without Life; that is, there could not be a 
statement, even though a misstatement, of being without divine Being. However, the 
Being that is infinite freedom, joy, beauty, is not as it is defined in human thought. Divine 
Mind is its own interpreter, and defines and outlines all the conditions of being.

In Christian Science we learn to disregard the finite view for the actual view 
unobstructed by human belief. What being is stated to be in the human sense of things, is 
simply a label. To repeat, subjective thinking — that is, the activity of Mind within itself, 
Mind reflecting itself to itself, wholly disregarding the personal concept — is reflected as 
contented, joyful, satisfied, affluent. This state of divine Mind, reflected as individual 
conscious being, may appear as things contributive and essential to the contentment, 
satisfaction, and happiness of human beings. But actually the contributive and the 
blessing things are the perfection, completeness, and wholeness of Mind in a 
recognizable language. We must see that the understanding of what being divinely is, 
does not grow or increase in human consciousness. What appears as contributive and 
blessed things added unto us, is the personal concept disappearing in the knowledge that 
consciousness is wholly divine, and therefore complete and perfect. Naturally, a new 
viewpoint of existence that appears as we give up the limited finite view, reveals 
existence more nearly as it is — affluent and free from material limitations. No matter 
how defined, that which is — is and is now as it is.

In all of this we must recognize that the material belief always indicates some 
perception of the divine idea, or there would be a vacuum. You cannot have a concept of 
nothing, hence the coincidence of the divine idea and the highest human concept. Jesus 
and Christ were inseparable as the highest human concept and the divine idea; hence the 
name Christ Jesus. That is to say, Jesus was the appearance of the divine idea or Christ as 
individual consciousness being; and therefore was more than mere appearance. He 
reduced to human perception the Life which is God.

Food, clothing, schools, books, transportation, which are musts today, would be of 
no value to the human race if they were the material somethings they seem to be. The 
Christ is the divine manifestation, “which comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate error,”
and is the truth or reality of which is mis-seen with the eyes. Since the seeming, or 
language of sense, is simply an interpretation that translates the spiritual original into the 
language of human thought, the seeming has no being in itself. The spiritual original is 
what is being and the translation does not make it a seeming; this seeming is the being 
remotely appearing since there really is no seeming.

What did Christ Jesus illustrate? The Science of being, God and man as one being. 
Jesus was the divine Christ humanly evident. The Christ is the exact truth about 
everything appearing by way of inspiration and revelation. Every divine fact that comes 
by inspiration can say, “I and my Father [Mind] are one.” Life, Truth, and Love are 
spiritual consciousness. They unfold the fact that Life, the Life we now live is Spirit; that 
the body we now have is Soul; that matter is lifeless, sensationless, and beingless. Matter 



cannot disappear because it is not.
Our textbook says of Jesus, “His acts were the demonstration of Science.” This 

demonstration of Science, God and man as one Being, was described by those present 
according to their sense of sight, as a person walking the streets with dominion, with 
power, the evidence of omnipresence. In no other language could they have recognized 
the divine oneness that was forever being reflected individually, except by seeing what 
they called man showing forth the power of God. This Christ is recognizable today as 
men living the Christ Science, and healing the sick; again demonstrating the fact that God 
and man is one being, as Mind infinitely manifested.

Christian Science translates the personal concept of Jesus into the language of Soul, 
the Christ. The great value of Jesus to humanity was what he knew. You do not have it as 
it is, when you think of the Christ as Jesus. The Christ is divine understanding, ever-
present as man, and described as “coming to the flesh to destroy incarnate error.” This 
means the Christ is a continuous presence as idea forcing the error of belief to give itself 
up. This appears as a correction of human thought. It is really not a correction of thought, 
but is that which is not, yielding to that which is. Thinking of the Christ as the personal 
Jesus not only robbed them of Jesus, the “highest corporeal concept,” but so dulled the 
apprehension of the divine idea that it could not reappear in fairer form for practically 
twenty generations. Jesus’ individuality was wholly spiritual. When the people believed 
this idea of the oneness of God and man to be a material person, the personal concept had 
to disappear. If they had known enough to look for the idea of God within — that is, 
within each consciousness, where it was, even when looking like a man “out there” — 
the continuity of that ideal would never have been hidden. Without the idea, there is no 
basis for the concept, since there cannot be even the semblance of existence if the divine 
idea is completely hidden. When the idea was lost in the worship of the material, the 
Christ was not alive to them. Therefore, when they looked for Jesus, they could not find 
him.

Any concept of being is God being, regardless of the label. You cannot separate the 
divine idea from the language of its appearing, or what might be termed its personal 
illustration. But it is nonsense to believe that the way finite sense interprets the idea, or 
labels it, is the way it is actually appearing. Jesus, to himself, was not the personal 
concept he seemingly presented to those about him. He lived and spoke subjectively as 
the reflection of Mind. “I [Mind] and my Father are one.” Any attempt to reconcile the 
divine idea to the human concept denies Mind as its own great cause and effect. Such an 
attempt admits the personal concept as something in itself, whereas, the concept is only 
the language of the appearing that constantly changes with a clearer apprehension of 
Truth. Mrs. Eddy writes of this “dual appearing.” The attempt to deify Jesus is the 
antichrist. The finite personality of Jesus must be relinquished for the divine idea.

Existence is noumenal so that that which is appearing is that which is. Nothing 
exists phenomenally: therefore, the divine idea must never be identified personally. The 
concept is the divine idea appearing, since there could be no concept without reality. The 



language of this appearing is entirely one’s viewpoint, and changes with the exercise of 
one’s capacity to let go of the personal concept. “Self-abnegation . . . is a rule in Christian 
Science,” Science and Health states. As the belief about God yields to the divine 
understanding, through the Word of God, what is called persons and things in one’s 
world, reflect this divine good that is active as one’s consciousness.

Since what mortals call God and man is one being, creation is reflection and not 
creation. Mind does not create, Mind reflects, is self-reflecting. If God is All, there cannot 
be God and something else. Therefore, life or existence is not creation, but subjective 
reflection, Mind reflecting itself to itself. Mrs. Eddy says in the textbook, “If Mind is 
within and without all things, then all is Mind.” Therefore, when the personal concept 
tries to be good or improve itself or desires to be considered as good, this is a denial of 
the divinity of being and is not reflection, but imitation. Good is reflected. It is the 
condition of Mind. It is not something observable in someone else or something else, and 
cannot be imitated. There is no personal sense in Spirit. Love cannot be bestowed upon 
you, nor can you bestow love. Love is your own state of being and reflected as Love.

One must live subjectively as Christ Science, which means, to be ever-conscious of 
the facts of being, if one would retain the consciousness that is health, wealth and 
happiness. Truth and Love, lived subjectively and understood, constitutes real existence 
or living. Whatever obscures understanding limits one’s existence. It is the personal 
concept that gets in the way, and thus hides the harmony and joy of living. Love requires 
the sacrifice of this personal concept for the reason that Love cannot be separate from its 
manifestation. So long as anything of personal sense remains unsacrificed, Love acts as a 
chastener.

In an early edition of the Christian Science textbook, Mrs. Eddy wrote, “If we act 
from the standpoint of personal sense we do evil continually.” To believe that any human 
concept has existence as such, has life within itself, good within itself, even the highest 
concept, is a denial of the divinity of being and therefore a denial of existence. Any 
reaction, such as self-justification or self-pity, to criticism of this human sense of self 
means the admission of that false sense; and this is the suffering.

In Science we learn that what is called the “highest human corporeal concept,” is 
error disappearing and Truth appearing in individual consciousness. In proportion as the 
true idea, the allness of Mind and the lifelessness of matter is lived individually, there 
will be less crucifixion and resurrection, less disappearing of the personal concept 
through what is called suffering and reappearing in fairer form as resurrection or healing.

The “spiritual origin of man, the divine Science which ushered Jesus into human 
presence,” must be understood as the basis of all existence. Otherwise the destructive 
belief that man is person instead of understanding, as well as the belief that the things of 
daily experience are matter, will limit us in all the details of our so-called human life. 
Existence is Life reflected. Thinking Life is life or existence. “If a man keep my saying, 
[think as I, Mind, thinks], he shall never see death.” Materiality is a finite sense of 
existence that is continually showing forth its finity in accordance with spiritual law. 



Hence, the importance of recognizing that consciousness, subjective reflection, is Life, 
God or existence. The only death is to view things as matter.

Without Science, mortals are not aware of things as they are. Science is the 
consciousness of true being, which is the true being of God and man, one. Therefore, 
without Science, the correct view or understanding, human experience seems to be 
phenomena with noumenon. But phenomena cannot be without noumenon, hence the 
constant apparent disappearing and reappearing of that which is eternally present. This 
apparent process is thus described as improved concept, improved beliefs, or healing.

The fact that God and man is one being, being God-man, is the Science of Being: 
this fact is being as individual man. The facts of Science lived subjectively, are tangible 
and visible as individual conscious being, God-man, who mortals call man (yourself). 
Christ Jesus said, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father;” not “seen me” translated 
humanly, but as I AM. Visibility is the tangibility of Spirit — “conscious thought, alias 
body.” Nothing is tangible or visible as matter. The state and condition of being visible is 
Spirit. This infinite awareness is the fourth dimension of space and is unconditioned, 
unrestricted, un-environed consciousness.

The personal concept has no substance, no presence as a thing in itself, and 
therefore it seems to go through a process of appearing, disappearing and reappearing, ad 
infinitum, as the lie about being gives place to the divine idea. The crucifixion and 
resurrection illustrated this point. The fact that being is Spirit, and matter is lifeless has to 
appear. (See Miscellaneous Writings 74:13-29.)

When we think of man in terms of the personal concept it robs us of truth. True 
humanhood, apparent as Jesus, who in Mrs. Eddy’s words, “was the most scientific man 
that ever trod the globe”; and “ . . . sinless, . . . as is the perfect Maker,” has no existence 
except subjectively as the understanding of what is divinely true. As long as thought 
admits the human concept as something in itself, something to be saved, something to be 
loved, something to be disturbed about, even the highest human concept cannot escape 
crucifixion since the divine idea or Christ, comes to the flesh to destroy incarnate error — 
the belief that man is person. There will be crucifixion and resurrection until we give up 
the duality of the personal concept and the divine idea. There is no personal concept since 
there is no mind to conceive personally or finitely, so we must not admit the suggestion 
that the divine idea can be anything but what it is — God revealing Himself as man.

Finding Mind to be “Its own great cause and effect,” we have the correct 
interpretation of all that confronts us, whether labeled good or evil. Christian Science 
enables us to evaluate instantly what arises as consciousness. Looking out from Mind 
with no other outlook, you (your Mind) decide that all that can appear to Mind, 
consciousness, is Mind, consciousness consciously being in all form, substance, outline, 
variety. To one with such an outlook, the personal concept is the divine idea appearing 
and not a limited finite concept. The correct view, Christian Science, reveals the 
substance of all things, which finite sense labels material, and therefore destructive and 
destructible, to be Spirit, and therefore indestructible. The more spiritually minded one is 



— that is, the more impersonal and scientific one’s viewpoint — the more alert and keen 
one is to discern the deceit and dishonesty in the personal concept; and if scientific 
enough to uncover the evil, we must learn how to regard it. The one who really loves 
good will not hate evil when it is brought to light, but will rejoice in the conscious proof 
that evil is nothing. The breaking up of material beliefs, personal concepts, is in exact 
proportion to the understanding that “being is Spirit.” What seems to be crucifixion, 
resurrection and ascension, are three aspects of the one true idea, Mind is All, being all. 
Any attempt to reconcile the human concept and the divine idea, is an attempt to see good 
in matter, and this is a denial of the Science of being. The personal concept and the divine 
idea are absolutely irreconcilable. You cannot reconcile the divine idea with the way 
finite sense describes it. Truth cannot be reconciled with the human belief. The attempt to 
do this deprives one of the completeness of demonstration.

The divine idea, “All is Mind,” is forever unfolding as conscious being; but the 
language of the appearing must not be confused with the idea itself; and there will be no 
confusion if we reason scientifically, always starting out from Mind and not from the 
appearance. While the divine idea and its interpretation by human thought are not 
reconcilable they are coincidental, because not two. Jesus and Christ were not 
reconcilable, but they were coincidental because they were not two, but one. Jesus was 
the appearance of the Christ. The interpretation of the divine idea is the idea appearing. 
As ignorance or incorrect viewpoint is given up through the practice of Christian Science, 
the divine idea in all its infinitude of variety appears as the only presence. The divine idea 
and its interpretation are not two, since the interpretation is the impression the divine idea 
makes as the so-called human consciousness gives up.

In Science and Health, Mrs. Eddy writes of the coincidence of the human and 
divine as “divinity embracing humanity in Life and its demonstration, — reducing to 
human perception and understanding the Life which is God.” “Divinity embracing 
humanity” means humanity giving place to Mind, divine consciousness, and this is the 
coincidence of the human and divine which is never two. When we endeavor to improve 
the language of the appearing — that is, improve the personal concept — we are wasting 
our time, since the human being or personal concept can only seem to improve as we give 
up the sense that being is human or personal for clearer perception of what is divinely 
true. This Christian Science enables us to do. This means taking no thought for what 
confronts us as ourselves or as another person. It means that we cannot measure conduct 
by a human standard or ideal of good. It means that any endeavor to see persons with 
good qualities, is a denial of existence or life as reflection. God, good is reflected (not 
created) as man. Existence is reflection, idea, knowledge. What is interpreted as a person 
doing or being good, is the idea good unfolding as one’s own consciousness. It is the 
knowledge of God as yourself. Being is one, divine; and what you seem to be aware of as 
another, is your own conscious being.

The practice of attempting to see persons, the human concept, with good qualities 
would actually make one the victim of evil, since the personal concept, or person as such, 



is wholly deceptive, wholly mesmeric, and doubly so when we try to reconcile it with 
good. The secret method of animal magnetism, is to get us to think objectively, that is, to 
believe in good persons, good circumstances, in place of God as all good: to believe in 
Jesus in place of Christ, which automatically is the denial of existence as reflection.

For instance, a person comes into my world. Not understanding that man is not 
person, but that man is my own subjective being, I am tempted to think that what 
confronts me objectively as person, is man to be loved and cherished. I proceed to 
welcome this person, whom I mistakenly think of as man, into my home, trust him with
my treasures, give him my confidence, all from the standpoint that he, as person, is man; 
whereas really he, as person, is animal magnetism, a devil, and I am robbed the minute he 
thinks of man as person and particularly when he thinks of man as a desirable person. To 
think of man as an evil person would rob one less than to think of man as a good person. 
If the human concept presents evil, we have less temptation to trust it and believe in it.

If I understand what man really is — Mind (my Mind) as manifestation or Mind 
subjectively reflected as Christ Science — I would not be tempted to think of man as 
person, but would subjectively live these facts of Science, and thus be the one man — 
Mind’s self-knowledge. This would free me from any temptation to trust, love, or hate a 
personal concept. Person, as such, is always animal magnetism, regardless of how 
beautiful or kindly he or she may seem to be.

Let us joyfully acknowledge that, in Mrs. Eddy’s words, “Acquaintance with the 
Science of being enables us to commune more largely with the divine Mind,” that is, 
enables us to detect what this so-called mind, as person, is doing; and when the hy- 
pocrisy, the deceit, the snake qualities of mortal mind, the personal concept, are 
uncovered, to recognize them as always present in that concept of man and profit by the 
uncovering. These qualities are always present in a personal sense of being, even when 
undetected. So long as one identifies man with the human belief of man, hate, deceit, 
injustice will appear relentlessly and invariably no matter how often we may change the 
outward picture.

In Miscellaneous Writings Mrs. Eddy states that, “the evil which these senses see 
not is the only absolute evil.” This passage means to me that the belief of evil makes the 
personal concept, and it is not the personal concept that makes the belief of evil. 
Therefore, evil which is impersonal because it is wholly illusion, has to appear as a 
person or thing in order to be recognized for what it is, before it can disappear. How else 
would we recognize this belief of evil that we were unconscious of, if it did not appear 
with a personal illustration? The only evil is the “. . . sinful misconception of Life as 
something less than God.” (Science and Health). Evil cannot be impersonalized in one’s 
experience until we recognize that the evil which seems to appear as person is the evil 
that we are believing in. Why or what is it that believes in evil? It can’t be man, since 
man has no Mind but God. It is the belief of evil itself that constitutes an apparent 
believer in evil. What appears as a person, no longer believing in evil, is divine 
understanding displacing ignorance.



In order to meet the belief of evil, we must impersonalize good. When there is no 
temptation to identify man with the personal illustration, when individual good is 
understood to be God and therefore absolutely impersonal, there will be no claim of 
personal evil. Our admission of the belief that man is person, personalizes good; and this 
makes us the victim of personalized evil. Personal good is always evil, a denial of the 
first commandment. One’s refusal to speak of evil as belonging to a person, as if speaking 
of it meant we were talking about man, does not mean that we are really impersonalizing 
the evil. When you attempt to detach evil from the personal concept, you make a reality 
of evil. We impersonalize the evil only in the ratio that we impersonalize good, in other 
words, acknowledge God as All-in-all.

When we go through mental gymnastics in the attempt to view a person in a loving, 
kindly, and forgiving manner, when all person is the personification of treachery, malice, 
hate, we are really personalizing or attempting to personalize good, which is the greatest 
evil. (See Science and Health 539:1-2) Is Hitler man to you? Are you trying to view the 
personal concept that can never be good, as if it were good, kindly, or loving? To love 
one’s neighbor does not mean to shut one’s eyes to the evils claiming embodiment as 
one’s neighbor. It means to recognize those evils as resident in a supposititious mind with 
which we have admitted identification or we would not see them. If the evil that one 
seems to see is the evil one believes in, the refusal to believe in or admit a mind that can 
cognize evil, disposes of the evil as well as the believer in it, and demonstrates the 
infinity of Principle — which is the oneness of Being appearing as loving one’s neighbor 
as one’s self.

A real Christian Scientist has no temptation to personalize good, and this frees him 
from personal evil, because he is always aware of the treachery and malice of mortal 
mind. Jesus said, “Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?” Another 
time Jesus called Peter “Satan.” The Christian Scientist understands that the evil which he 
seems to see is mortal mind, dead-mind, no-mind, suggesting itself as Mind, God, as his 
own conscious being, although appearing as someone else. He makes no attempt to be on 
friendly terms with the personification of evil; but looking to Mind, he finds the true idea 
of God, that personal sense has objectified as an evil person. Personified evil will not 
affect us, and will eventually disappear in proportion as we refuse to personalize good.

Man is not person, a two-legged animal with ability to do right or wrong, good or 
evil, to be a devil, or a saint. Understanding all man as the divine idea which we 
ourselves are living, we experience the only man there is, wholly good, because we are 
aware all the time of the impersonality of good. So, when we seem to be deceived by a 
person, robbed by a person, discriminated against and hated by a person, annoyed by a 
person, we are victims of our own ignorance of what man divinely is. We are victims of 
our own failure to live subjectively as divine idea, the failure to understand or live man as 
Mind’s self-awareness. Without this understanding there can be no uncovering of the 
deceit, malice, and hate present always as the lie about being. Thus, we would be victims 
of that deceit, malice and hate. With this understanding of the Science of being we will 



never be off guard, never be taken advantage of, never trust that which cannot be trusted.
This understanding would enable us to foresee what is suggesting itself as Mind, 

but which is not Mind, and properly take care of the chemicalization of self-destruction 
of the so-called human mind, as error comes to the surface to be self-seen, and then to 
disappear. This error may come to the surface and be called by the name of John Jones; 
however, you do not attempt to white-wash John Jones and to separate him from the 
error, since as a personal concept he is the error. Let us make no attempt to materialize 
Spirit, and this we do when we think of man as a good person.

An error, when uncovered by Truth, loses its terror. Thus, the breaking up of 
material beliefs, plus the coming to light of divine facts, is experienced as joyous 
fulfillment.


